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the imperial power to the local Fan areas, but they failed to maintain the common interests
and values among the diverse governing powers. During this period, the authority had to
cope with lots of Fan cases frequently. Since the Zhengde reign, the Fan people in the
mountainous areas had endeavored to seek a new governance model that could promote
coordination and cooperation among multiple powers in response to local turbulence with the
entry of outside Mongol power. The mountainous governance system centered around

Guolong Temple was established.
Keywords: chieftains; wei-suo (guard system); Fan monks; Fan temples; Fan
people.

Influential Tibetans and the “Chinese Nation” Concept and Discourse During
the Republic of China Era - --ovvvvevivvninninnnnnnaniannnneeos Li Xuan (126)
Abstract: 1In the Republic of China era, the earliest understanding of the “Chinese
Nation” concept and discourse among notable Tibetans likely originated with the Ninth
Panchen Lama and his followers, who resided in inland at the time, and certain Kham
Tibetans. These Kham Tibetans were bilingual in Chinese and Tibetan and traveled between
and Tibetan regions. Impacted by Sun Yat-sen’s nationalist ideologies,these

> concept and embraced the discourse

Tibetans began to grasp the “ Chinese Nation’
surrounding the collaborative construction of the Chinese Nation by five . They
also initiated the dissemination of the “Chinese Nation” concept and discourse within Tibetan
society by establishing various publications. The commencement of the Second Sino-Japanese
War (1937 — 1945) was pivotal in triggering the identification of Tibetan compatriots with
the “Chinese Nation.” This identification prompted acceptance and affirmation of the
“Chinese Nation” concept that transcended geographical and factional boundaries. However,
some Tibetans’ comprehension and interpretation of the“Chinese Nation” concept did not
align completely with the assimilation advocacy of conservative Kuomintang factions. These
Tibetans strove for a balance between unity and diversity within the “Chinese Nation” in
their discourse. Moreover, they recognized the Chinese Communist Party’ s inclusive
approach toward nation-building as more appealing. While preserving the entirety of the
Chinese Nation, this approach persistently considered the status and interests of ethnic
minorities like Tibetans. This recognition somewhat explains the widespread support
received by the Communist Party of China from various ethnic minorities during the Chinese
Civil War (1946 — 1949).

Keywords: the Tibetans; Kesang Tsering; the Chinese Nation; diversity in unity;
Kuomintang.
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