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Scepter is the expression and symbol of power in ancient civilizations of the
world. In archaeological discoveries, it often appears as the head of a staff of various materials.
Through the introduction of Professor Li Shuicheng's book The Origin and Dispersal of Mace-
Scepters, this paper reviews the staff heads unearthed in various parts of China and related issues,
and tries to distinguish the mace-scepters representing power, rank, authority etc., from those
irrelevant. Among them, gold scepter body unearthed from the No.1 sacrificial pit of Sanxingdui
is conclusively related to divine right and kingship, and the wooden scepter with human-shaped
copper head buried in the Yangfutou Cemetery M113 may also be related to "scepter”. Considering
the geographical location of Sanxingdui and Yangfutou on the "half-moon cultural transmission
belt in border areas" of the Bronze Age, the appearance of "scepter" in southwest China may
be related to the cultural exchanges between China and foreign cultures. The bronze staff head
ornaments excavated from the Bronze Age Dian Culture burials in Yunnan are similar in shape and
use with those of Scythian Culture, which provides clues to the transmission route of the scepter of
foreign cultures into China, as well as the possibility to trace back to a longer time span and a wider
geographic scope, thereby further examining some fragments of cultural exchange between East
and West.

Heads of scepters, Cultural exchanges between China and foreign cultures,
Atrtifacts of social authority
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